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shall have to be temporarily replaced, it shall be the duty of the officer next to him in rank, or, in the case of two officers of equal dignity, of the commander of the larger force, to assume the Supreme Command until the Commander-in-Chief resumes his duties, or until the appointment of a new joint Commander-in-Chief in accordance with the preceding paragraph.
(6) As regards the ships and commanders indicated under Section i (6), the Supreme Command of joint operations shall be determined by rank. In the case of two officers of equal dignity, the Supreme Command shall fall to the commander of the larger force.
3. COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE ALLIES. (a) Preparation of Operations and Exchange of Intelligence.
As often as it shall seem advantageous for the preparation of the operations of the United Fleet, the abovementioned authorities shall get in touch with one another, either directly or through specially assigned officers.
In the same way, when the occasion arises, there shall be an exchange of such news as has been obtained concerning the naval forces of the probable enemy, as well as information bearing on the development of their own fleets.
(6)  Reciprocal Assignment of Naval Officers to Supreme Headquarters.
The swift and trustworthy collection of intelligence and transmission of information from Headquarters to Headquarters in matters concerning the Navy shall devolve upon the Naval Officers assigned by each Allied Power to the Supreme Headquarters of the other two Powers. As far as possible, secret communication with their own Supreme Headquarters shall be permitted and facilitated.
For this service the Naval Attaches are indicated, as they ap-
4 In the draft of June 23, 1913, there came after this: "Dieselben mussen von. den getroffenen Vereinbarungen Kenntnis haben." Then follows: "Soweit," etc., as in the text.